
 

Penny Wars is a game between schools at the Arkansas Jr. Beta State Convention. The object is to 
get as many points as possible during the "war." The money raised during the penny war will be 
donated to St. Jude’s Hospital.  The state officers (both Jr. and Sr.) chose this as their state service 
project because St. Jude’s treats children from all 50 states and from around the world.  Families 
never receive a bill from St. Jude for treatment, travel, housing or food - because all a family should 
worry about is helping their child live.  Our officers would like to contribute to this cause by raising as 
much of a donation as they can!  Please help support their efforts by getting your school involved! 

Here’s how: 

1. The project is run for the entire first day of the state convention and all money will be 
turned in that evening before the dance.  

2. Each school will need a large, enclosed container. A sealed, one gallon plastic milk 
container, with a slit large enough to insert coins and bills, works quite well.  Be sure to 
decorate your container and have your school name clearly labeled. 

3. The containers will all be placed in a central location with constant supervision by an adult 
(preferably a council member).  

4. Students from each school put their pennies in their school’s container. One vote is 
received for every penny in the container. 

5. Students may put other coins and paper currency into the containers of OTHER schools. 
Each silver coin or bill reduces the number of votes from that container by the amount of 
the coin. (e.g. a nickel reduces the points by five, a dime by ten, a dollar by 100, etc...) 
This is where strategy counts. Have fun with it! 

6. After the 1st General session, the containers will be emptied and taken to be tallied up for 
a running total.  The running total will be shared during the 2nd General Session to 
encourage friendly competition.  

7. The final tally will be taken after the dance. The total monetary amount of silver coins and 
paper currency is deducted from the total number of pennies for the day. 

8. The totals for all schools will be shared during the final session. 
9. A rotating trophy will be presented to the school with the most votes tallied after the final 

collection. 

 

Thank you for participating in the Jr. Beta Pennies for Patients Drive! 

 


